Fifth Relationship Story:
Sexual Love and Unity

First Third:
Express joy in Christ together
Cast vision
Questions:
How are you doing?
How did you obey last week's teaching?
Who are you witnessing to?
Who has come to faith? Are they witnessing to those in their circle?
Who are you training to become a reproducing disciple? Are they training others?

Second Third:

Pray briefly for God to open up His message to us.

DO stick to the story.

DON'T talk about politics; DON'T chase rabbit trails; DON'T focus on minor points in the passage.
DON'T talk about religion; DON'T dominate the conversation.

Proverbs 5:1-23 My son, be attentive to my wisdom; incline your ear to my understanding, that you
may keep discretion, and your lips may guard knowledge. * For the lips of a forbidden woman drip
honey, and her speech is smoother than oil, * but in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-
edged sword. ° Her feet go down to death; her steps follow the path to Sheol; ° she does not ponder the
path of life; her ways wander, and she does not know it. * And now, O sons, listen to me, and do not
depart from the words of my mouth. ® Keep your way far from her, and do not go near the door of her
house, ° lest you give your honor to others and your years to the merciless, ° lest strangers take their
fill of your strength, and your labors go to the house of a foreigner, ™ and at the end of your life you
groan, when your flesh and body are consumed, *2 and you say, "How | hated discipline, and my heart
despised reproof! ** I did not listen to the voice of my teachers or incline my ear to my instructors. |
am at the brink of utter ruin in the assembled congregation.” *> Drink water from your own cistern,
flowing water from your own well. *® Should your springs be scattered abroad, streams of water in the
streets? ' Let them be for yourself alone, and not for strangers with you. *® Let your fountain be
blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth, *° a lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill you
at all times with delight; be intoxicated always in her love. % Why should you be intoxicated, my son,
with a forbidden woman and embrace the bosom of an adulteress? % For a man's ways are before the
eyes of the LORD, and he ponders all his paths. % The iniquities of the wicked ensnare him, and he is
held fast in the cords of his sin. 2* He dies for lack of discipline, and because of his great folly he is led
astray.

1 Corinthians 7:4 For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does.
Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.

Ephesians 5:31-32 "Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and
the two shall become one flesh." 2 This mystery is profound, and | am saying that it refers to Christ
and the church.

What do these passages tell us about God's design for sex? How do these passages picture the sexual
relationship in a biblical marriage?



What do these passages and this picture tell us about God? About Jesus? About the relationship
between Jesus and His church?

Is there a sin to avoid? A command to obey? An example to follow? A promise to claim?

Last Third:

Practice telling the story.

What will you do differently this week because of this story?
Who will you witness to or share this story with this week?



