Third Relationship Story:
Love of Husband and Wife

First Third:
Express joy in Christ together
Cast Vision
Questions:
How are you doing?
How did you obey last week’s teaching?
Who are you witnessing to?
Who has come to faith? Are they witnessing to those in their circle?
Who are you training to become a reproducing disciple? Are they training others?

Second Third:

Pray briefly for God to open up His message to us.

DO stick to the story.

DON’T talk about politics; DON’T chase rabbit trails; DON’T focus on minor points in the passage.
DON’T talk about religion. DON’T dominate the conversation.

These are words of Jesus:

John 10:11-18 1 am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. ** He who is
a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep
and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. ** He flees because he is a hired hand and cares
nothing for the sheep. ** I am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, * just as the
Father knows me and | know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. *® And I have other sheep
that are not of this fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one
flock, one shepherd. " For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life that | may take it
up again. *® No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down,
and I have authority to take it up again. This charge | have received from my Father.”

The Apostle Paul tells us the Jesus laying down His life shows God’s love:

Romans 5:6-8 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. ’ For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person--though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die-- ® but
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Paul also tells husbands to love their wives in the same way that Jesus loved His followers:

Ephesians 5:1-2, 25-27 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. ? And walk in love, as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. . . .

25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the
church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and
without blemish.

Elsewhere, Paul describes such love in more detail:

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant ° or rude.
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; ® it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but
rejoices with the truth. ” Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never ends.
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What does this story tell us about God? About Christ? About man?

What does this story tell us about marriage? About love? What does this imply for the way a husband
should treat his wife? For the way a wife should treat her husbhand? How can husbands and wives express
and build up such love in marriage?

Is there a sin to avoid? A command to obey? An example to follow? A promise to claim?
Who do you identify with in this story?

Last Third:

Practice telling the story

What will you do differently this week because of this story?
Who will you witness to or share this story with next week?



