Second Relationship Story:
Unity of Husband and Wife

First Third:
Express joy in Christ together
Cast Vision
Questions:
How are you doing?
How did you obey last week’s teaching?
Who are you witnessing to?
Who has come to faith? Are they witnessing to those in their circle?
Who are you training to become a reproducing disciple? Are they training others?

Second Third:

Pray briefly for God to open up His message to us.

DO stick to the story.

DON’T talk about politics; DON’T chase rabbit trails; DON’T focus on minor points in the passage.
DON’T talk about religion. DON’T dominate the conversation.

This is a true story from the Bible about the first man and the first woman — the first marriage.

Genesis 2:7-9, 18-25 The LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. ® And the LORD God planted a garden
in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. ° And out of the ground the LORD
God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the
midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. . . . *> The LORD God took the man
and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. . . .

8 Then the LORD God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; 1 will make him a helper fit for
him." *° Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of the field and every bird of the
heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every
living creature, that was its name. ?° The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens
and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. # So the LORD
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its
place with flesh. ?* And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and
brought her to the man. 2* Then the man said, "This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she
shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man." ?* Therefore a man shall leave his father and
his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. ** And the man and his wife were
both naked and were not ashamed.

Later in the Bible the Apostle Paul comments on this story from Genesis:

Ephesians 5:28-33 % Husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife
loves himself. # For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does
the church, * because we are members of his body. *' "Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother
and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh." * This mystery is profound, and | am
saying that it refers to Christ and the church. * However, let each one of you love his wife as himself,
and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

What does this story tell us about God? About Christ? About man?

What does this story tell us about marriage? Who began marriage? Why? What happens to the man and
the woman in marriage? What does this imply for the way a husband should treat his wife? For the way a
wife should treat her husband? How can husbands and wives express and build up unity in marriage?



Is there a sin to avoid? A command to obey? An example to follow? A promise to claim?
Who do you identify with in this story?

Last Third:

Practice telling the story

What will you do differently this week because of this story?
Who will you witness to or share this story with next week?



